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National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
Early Release (ER) Program

NHIS is conducted throughout the year based on monthly
random samples.

Annual files released six months after the completion of data
collection.

Data can be analyzed monthly or quarterly - estimates are an
average over the time period covered.

Change from Paper-and-Pencil Interview (PAPI) to Computer-
Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI) data collection in1997
changed how data were processed allowing for estimates to be
released throughout the year - Early Release Program.

Early Release Products are developed prior to final processing
and weighting to provide early access to the most recent
information.



NHIS Early Release (ER) Program

Q Every three months, the ER Program produces:

= Areporton 15 key health indicators - first release early 2001
(1997 through June 2000 data)

= A separate report on health insurance coverage estimates -
first release in early 2002 (1997 - September 2001 data)

= Web tables - quarterly health insurance estimates and
special tabulations

* Preliminary microdata file used for these reports
0 In addition, the ER Program produces:

= Periodic reports on special health-related topics, e.g.,

* Problems paying medical bills
« Sources of coverage and health care access/utilization for young adults
* Emergency Room Use Among Adults Aged 18-64

» Bi-annual reports on wireless substitution for landline service



Accessing the NHIS Website
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm
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Accessing the NHIS Early Release Program Website
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis/releases.htm
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Health Insurance ER Report Released Quarterly
in September, December, March, and June

NATIONAL HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY

EARLY RELEASE PROGRAM

Health Insurance Coverage: Early Release of
Estimates From the National Health Interview Survey, 2013

by Eobin i Coben, FhD., and Michael E Martines, MP.H, MHEA
Devision of Health Interviae Statistics, Nabional Canter for Health Statistics

Highlights

Ins 21003, 44.5 million persons of all
ages (144 were unirsored at the
timaz of interviee, 55.4 milkon
[17.8%) had boon uninserad for at
laast past of the year prior to
interviaw, and 33,4 millon (10.7R)
‘"z been eninsured for more than a
year at thae Hme of inberviaw.

Iri 30713, among children aged 0-17,
6.5% were eninsured at the Hme of
intervisw, 42.7% had peblic haalth
plan coverage, and 52.6% had private
‘health insermnce coverage.

Iri 3013, among persons aged 18-54,
20.4% were orinsured at the Hme of

interviaw, 16.7% had peblic haalth
plan coverage, and 64.7'% had private
‘"health inserance coverage.

Among children aged 0-17, the
percentags who were uninserad at
tha tma of inkervioe decreased from
13.5% I 1557 bo 6.5 n 3013

The percentage of adults aged 18-64
whi wera unsnsurad at the Hma of
Inberviaw has gemerally inrreasad
since 1557 but decraassd from 2010
b 2013,

Ins 2003, the perrentags of parsms
under age 65 who wera ungnsured at
tha tima of interview varied by state.
For exanple, 3.5% and 5.7% wene
unirsorad in the Déstrict of
Columbia and Massachesetts,
respectively, whareas 24 5% wome
unirsrered in Mevada and 24. 7% wens
uninsred in Florida.

Introduction

The Centers for Dissase Control and
Prevention's (O Mationa] Center for
Hazlth Statistics (NCHE) Is releasing
seloctad astémakes of haalth insrance
coverags for the dvillan
noniestitutionalized 1.8 population
'hasad om data from the 2013 Mabonal
Haalth Interviaw Sursy (HELS), slong
with commparaible estimates trom the
2008-2017 MHIS. Estimatas for 2013
were basad om data for 104,203 persoms.

Three estimates of lack of halth
insurance coverage are providad: ()
unrsored at the Hme of intervies, ()
unirserod at laast part of tha year prior
1o inkerview (which indudes persms
unirserad for mora than a yeard, and {0
unirsrered for more than a pearat the
bmne I:I'm.l‘.ﬂﬂwl’.ﬂ.x..ﬁ':ﬂi:l 1amd .
Estimates of peblic and private coverage

are also presembad e g, Table 3). Table 3
also ncludes estimates for 1997 and
il

Addmional tahles present estimates
of eninsured, public coweraga, and
private mowersge by poverty status for
persons ender age 65 (Tahle 4), adults
agad 18-54 (Tahlo 5), and children agod
0-17 (Table €). Table 7 shows the
percenitagos of persons who wers
eminsured, had public coverage, and had
privaie overage, by age and sex.
Estémabes for persons undar age &5, by
mace and etheioty, are shown in Table 2.
Tabla & presents astimates for adults
aged 15-54 by other selectad
demographic charcteristics that are
relevant to adults only.

For tndividuzls with private haalth
Insurands, astimates are presentad in
Tables 10 and 11 for enmoliment in bagh-
dadurtibie health plans (HDHPS),
enrollment in consumer-directed haalth

i e

Figurs 1. p-mg of param withaut beakh
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Early Release Health Insurance Estimates
Represent an Average Over the Number of Months Included

O September release is based on answers collected between
January through March

0 December release is based on January-June
O March release is based on January-September
O June release is based on January-December

June 2015: December 2015:
Estimates from NHIS Estimates from NHIS
Jan -Dec 2014 Jan - June 2015
March 2015: September 2015:
Estimates from NHIS Estimates from NHIS

Jan - Sept 2014 Jan - Mar 2015



Core Content of Health Insurance
Early Release Report

QO Percentages and counts of persons
* Uninsured at time of interview
* Uninsured at least part of the year
* Uninsured for more than a year

By age group,
over time

0 Percentages of persons
= Uninsured at the time of interview L eitystatus
. . over time
: W!th pL!b|IC health plan coverage By race/ethnicity over time
= With private health plan coverage By age and sex
0 Percentages of adults
= Uninsured at the time of interview By education;
= With public health plan coverage By employment status;
= With private health plan coverage By marital status



Percentages of adults aged 18-64 who were uninsured, had private
health insurance, and had public coverage at the time of interview by
year and quarter

B 201304 B 2014 Q1 B 2014Q2
75

Uninsured Public Private



Percentages of adults aged 18-64 who were uninsured and had public
coverage at the time of interview by state Medicaid expansion status

25

20

15

10

B 2013 B 2014 (Jan.- June)

Expansion Non Expansion Non
expansion expansion
Uninsured Public coverage
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Additional Content of Health Insurance
Early Release Report

0 Percentages of persons in high-deductible health plans
= Without a health savings account
* |n a consumer directed health plan

0 Subnational coverage estimates
= By expanded region (9--similar to Census division)
= By state Medicaid expansion status
= By state Health Insurance Marketplace type
= By selected states (in December, March, and June reports)

0 Percentage and count of persons under age 65 classified as
having exchange-based coverage

» Estimates for population subgroups are released online as
quarterly tables

11



Percentage of persons under age 65 with private health insurance
obtained through the Health Insurance Marketplace or state-based
exchanges by age group and quarter: United States, January-June 2014

Percent

m Quarter 1 (Jan. - Mar.)  mQuarter 2 (April - Jun.)

50
40 |
30
20 }

1.0

0.0

Under 65 Under 18 18-29 30-64
Age group (years)
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Early Release Health Insurance Estimates
are Preliminary

0 Based on a streamlined version of final processing
procedures.

= More automated.

» Based on the prior year’s list of health insurance plan names
(list was updated with latest exchange plans for September
release).

* Does not distinguish between individual types of public
programs.

0 Preliminary estimates are generally close to the final
estimates.

= Within 0.1 percentage points for the proportion uninsured.

= Within 0.2 or 0.3 percentage points for estimates of private
and public coverage.

13



Preliminary Quarterly Microdata Files

O Data are available in the NCHS Research Data Center (RDC).

0 The RDC provides a mechanism for researchers to access
data not released to the public because of nondisclosure or
confidentiality reasons.

O Access is provided either on site (Hyattsville, Atlanta, and the
12 Census RDCs) or via a remote system.

R RresearcH

D DATA
CENTER

‘ Confiswniial ped Sexarre Accass

http://www.cdc.gov/rdc/
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Comparison of NHIS and CPS Point-In-Time
Estimates Will Be Updated September 2015

NATIONAL HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY EARLY RELEASE PROGRAM

In Collaboration with the U.5. Census Bureau's Social, Economic, and Housing Statistics Division

Comparison of the Prevalence of Uninsured Persons From the
National Health Interview Survey and the Current Population Survey, 2014 and 2015

The table below provides a stde-by-side compartson of recent esttmates of uninsurance from the National Center for Health Statistics’ Nattonal
Health Interview Survey (MHIS) and the U.5. Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey (CPS). These two surveys are pillars of the faderal
statistical community = measurement approach to health surance coverage. However, the 2014 CPS was the first time that the Census Bureau had
baen able to use that survey to produce esttmates of the percentage of parsons who lacked health msurance coverage at the time of survay mternaw.
In previous years, CPS produced estimates onky of the parcentage of persons who lacked health insurance coverage for the entire preceding calendar
vear. The table below indudes the recently released estimates based on 2015 data as well as the previously released estimates based on 2014 data.

Although both NHIS and CPS now measure similar concepts, differences in survey data collection methods and time periods, sampling error,

nonresponse, and data procassing lead to mimor differences in esttmates. Detatlad tachnical informattion about NHIS estimates 15 avatlable from:
fwww.cde. gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyralease Ansur201 409, pdf. Detailed information about CPS 1s avatlable from:

httpe . census.gov/content/dam/Census/librarypublications/201 4/ demo/pe0-250. pdf.

Percentage (and standard error) of persons who lacked health insurance coverage at the time of interview, by age group,
race/ethnicity (among persons aged 18-64), and survey data source: United States, 2014 and 2015

NHIS, i ) CPS, | 2014 difference NHIS, ) . CPs, | 2015 difference
L January-Marc February-Apsi (percentage January-Marc February-Apri [percenta
Selected characteristic 2g|41 20?42 o ? pGints]g 2?15' 2Dr|’r53 ? pepuinu}ge
Age (years)
All ages 13.700.41) 13.8 (0.14) -0.7
Under 65 15.2 (0.47) 15.8 (0.16) 0.6
Under 18 6.6 (0.55) B5 (0.21) 1.9
18-654 18.4 (0.55) 185 [0.19) -0.1
18-24 18.9(1.10) 21.3 [0.55) -24
19-25 2090111 23.0(0.53) =21
25-34 24.9(0.99) 23.8(0.42) 1.1
3544 20.3 (0.97) 19.1 (0.39) 1.2
45-64 14.0(0.63) 14.5 (0.24) -0.5
65 and over 0.9(0.19) 1.7 [0.15) 0.8
Race/ethnicity®
Aged 18-64:
Hispanic or Lating 3570143 33.2 (0.53) 25
Mot Hispanic or Latino:
White, single race 13.5(0.58) 14.1 [0.27) 0.6
Black, single race 20.2(1.16) 21.3 (0.58) =11

"Sigmificant difference between Matioral Health Intervies Sunvey (NHIS) and Current Population Survey [0P5) estimates of the percentage who lacked health insurance cowverage at
the time of interdiew (p < 0L05).
' person was defined as urinsured n MHIS  he or she did not have ary private beadth insurance, Medicare, Medicaid Chilldren's Health nsurance Program (CHIF), state-sponsored or




To receive announcements about Early Releases
and other NHIS data releases and publications,
visit the NCHS website at:

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis/nhis_listserv.htm
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